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VIRGINIA PHILLIPS

O Movermnber 10, 1999, Virginia Phillips was confirmed as
the United States Ddstrict Court Judge for the Central
[H=trict of Califormia, | had the honor of testifving before
the Senate Judictary Committee in support of Judge
Fhillips on Oclober 26th, Judge Phillips received tremen-
dous bipartisan suppart from the Inland Emplre commuant -
v, where she has served as a Callfornia State Judicial
Oficer and as a United Stales Magisirate Judge for the
Central District Court in California.

The Central Msirict of California 15 composed of over 18
millicn people, with more than three million people in the
Eastern [DMvision - the counties of Riverside and San
Bernarding, California.

The Eastern Division 15 in critical need of a second disirict
court judge and [ asked the Committes (o confirm Judge
Fhillips to fill this need, Cur Eastern Division's one district
udge is faced with such a staggering caseload that the

overflow of cases are sent to the Western ivision each month. The result is a large number of Htigants, wit-
nesses, lawyers and law enforcement officers having to travel to Los Angeles on some of the most congested

roads in the Lnited States.

After a long delay, | am thrilled that the U5, Senate recognized Judge Phillips' overwhelming qualifications to
fill this federal court position before the end of the vear. It was a pleasure to testify on her behall and [ wel-
come Judge Phillips to her new position as District Coort Judge Tor the Central District of Californda,

AIR QUALITY
REVIEW STUDY

[ am happy Lo report the inclusion of $2 million in the
FY2000 VASHUD Approprialions Act (Public Law
106-T4) for an Adr Quality Review Study to be con-
ducted by the National Research Council. This legls-
lation directs the Mational Academy of Sciences'
National Research Council to study how the Clean
Adr Act can be better implemented. My request
stemmed from a Regional Air Quality Summit 1
helped organize over a year ago (Angust 21, 1988). 1
believe we can have clean air and a healthly economy
- in [act, these issues should go hand-in-hand. |1
believe that the study, which is expected to take two
vears, will finally enable us to reach both goals for
Riverside County and the nation.

MILITARY

Ower the past five years, Congress has added over 544
billionn Lo the President's fotal defense spending
requests. This vear | helped enact the following liems
whilch will strengthen our national defense and improve
the quality of life for our service men and womern.

= 4 8% across-the-hoard mililary personnel pay raise,

& SHIE6 million for National Missile Defense,

* 53 billion for 15 C-17 airlift aireraft and authority for

the Alr Force to buy more than the 120 now
authorized,

# 5100 million to upgrade military housing allowances.

# 5110 million for aviation continuance pay to alleviate

Air Farce and Navy pilot shortages,

# 53,2 hillion increase for defense research, develop-

ment, test and evaluation programs.

Fep Calvert & presented an awand from Mavor Barbsns
Carwrcthael, Ty of Moo, e s work sl obtaiming B2, mil-
hion thuis year for the Moreo Blulf Flood Gontrol Project. the final
insillment on 876 million.

PIERCE'S DISEASE

On November 12, 1999 [ welcomed Under Secretary
Mike Dunn of the United States Department of
Agriculiure [USDA} to tour the vinevards of the
Temernla YValley that have been ravaged by Plerce's
[Hsease.  Plerce's Disease, spread by the Glassy-
winged Sharpshooter vector, kills the grape vine and
presently has no Known cure.

In our own Riverside County, the City of Temecula's
wing industry has already suffered an estimated 56
millicn in losses this year. Approximately 3,000
acres of wine grapes, planted since 1967, may be
wiped-out if nothing is done to halt the spread of the
discase.

To educate other California Members. of Congress, |
hosted Dr. Rick Redak Irom the University of
California at Riverside in Washington on Oclober 28,
1999, Early next vear, [ intend to chair a joint field
hearing in California with the House Agnculiure
Committers and the Wine Cancus.

Funding to Fight Pierce's Disease

Federal Funding:
Fyas s100,000 research dollars to UCR

FY0  Language directing the Secretary of Agriculture
o spend such sums as needed to light Plerce's
LFisease

F¥0d  5360,000 to be utilzed In the Clty of Temecula
State and Local Funding:

= ERS0.000 from Cliy of Temecula & Riverside
County for research and mitigation

=  BFH0,000Q for three years by State of California for
ressareh and mdtigation

EDUCATION

Education Flexibillty Partnership Act (H.R. B0:0) - |
was happy to vole [n faver of this bill which became
law on April 29, 15%0. This leglslation gives states
and local school districts the funding flexibility to get
back to the basics and create innovative, accountable
programs. Besldes providing the funding fexibility to
enhance the three T's - teachers, textbooks, and tech-
nolegy — Ed-Flex also allews governors and local
schiool districts to utllize lederal lunding resources o
address safety, crime, vialence, and discipline con-
ceprris.  Ed-Flex has been tested 0 12 stales and has
achieved Impresaive results by Improving student per-
formance.

Teacher Empowerment Act (H.R. 189895) - This kil
passed the House of Representatives om July 20,
1954, with my suppert and 15 now pending in the
Senate, | look forward to the Senate taking action on
this important plece of legislalion next year. The TEA
bill, as it is alsr Known, allows Tederal lunding o ke
used for hiting more sachers, teacher training prro-
grams, merl-based pay, more :urnputr.r:: ity The class-
rooin., and other local Inltlatives to beneflt student
learning. Parents, teachers and local school boarda
waorking together can decide what (= best for thelr
cormmunlty.

School Safety Hotline Act (H.R. 1937) - | was happy
to cosponsor this bill that will allow grants recefved
under the Juvenils Justice and Delinguency
Prevenibon Act of 1974 and the Sale and Drug-Free
Srhools and Communities Act ol 1994 1o be used (o
eslablish and malntaln schood Violence hollines. 1T
aomesne learns of a potential threat te a fellow stu-
dent, a teacher, or a school facility, they will have an
appartunity to provide ancnymous information to law
enforcement and school authoritles.  The School
Safety Hotline Act will help states throughout the
nation set up their own school safety hotlines. This
will not be a cure, but it = another tool for students
and teachers to help maks our schools safer. The Bl

s currently pl.-nl:l:lnp; iy comrril e,

11B STUDY APPROVED

On Wednesday, November 10, 1988, (he House
Transporiation Commilles approved my request for a
sludy, referred (o as an "11b study,” of the use of Fed-
eral office space in the Riverside/San Bernardino
area. The General Services Admindstration (GSA) has
80 davs to compleie the study and report its findings
to the Office of Managsmenl and Budgel and the
House Transportalion Cormmilles Under this
Limetable, we should be aware of their lindings by the
mmiiddedle of February.

[ believe the remendous growth thal the area has
experienced since the last study of this vpe [1990)
will be noted by the GSA and will resull in a positive
response rom the agency. Pending a lavorable ree-
ommendation, | will be working hard to allocate fed-
eral lunds for a much needed federal office building,



